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Research Assistant: UW Program on Values in Society (2009—-10)
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Graduate Student Conference Planning Committee (2006—07)

DISSERTATION ABSTRACT

I refine and expand on existing descriptive accounts of jealousy the emotion, emphasizing the
crucial role that relationships play in giving rise to it. Then, to explain jealousy’s moral
significance, I argue that in all cases, it undermines the actual or potential moral value of the
relationships between jealous subjects and the people who figure in their jealous desires. This
provides a paradigmatic moral reason to criticize jealous subjects. Thus I unify moral criticisms of
jealous subjects without just portraying them as selfish or insecure. I also criticize arguments that
someone’s being jealous can be a moral reason to praise that person.
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